
*(as written by Leonardo L. Co as of November 3, 2010)
 
Personal Data:
 
Married to Glenda F. Co, with one daughter, Linnaea Marie F. Co
Birthdate: 29 December 1953                    
Birth place: Manila, Philippines.
Nationality: Filipino
Language proficiency: Filipino (native tongue), English (excellent written and oral communication), Chinese (Mandarin and Hokkien, fair oral and   reading comprehension), Ilokano, a northern Philippine 
language (fluent).
 
 
Professional Data and History:
 
Education: BS Botany, University of the Philippines-Diliman, June 2008.
Areas of Interests: Taxonomy of Philippine Vascular Plants, Forest Ecology, Useful Plants, native forest restoration, popular biodiversity conservation education and awareness building
  
Relevant professional positions held:
Currently a Lecturer at the Institute of Biology, College of Science, University of the Philippines, Diliman, Quezon City.
July 1996 -31 August 2009. Senior Botanist, Biodiversity Analysis, Synthesis and Monitoring Unit, Conservation International-Philippines. Lead person in generating botanical inputs for biodiversity 
monitoring and outcomes definition, forest restoration strategy, etc. in the three terrestrial corridors (ie. Sierra Madre, Palawan and Eastern Mindanao) of CI’s Philippine Program; assist in forging research 
collaborative ventures with various government and non government entities.
January 2000 - Present. Principal Investigator, Palanan Forest Dynamics Plot Project, Northern Sierra Madre Natural Park, Palanan, Isabela. This 16-hectare biodiversity research facility is a collaborative 
venture between CI, the Center for Tropical Forest Science of the Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute, Arnold Arboretum of Harvard University, and the Institute of Biology, University of the Philippines.
January 1993-December 1995. Free-lance consultant for various Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) projects conducted from Luzon to Mindanao.
January 1991-December 1992. Field Botanist, Conservation International- Philippines.
January 1990-present. Adjunct curator, Herbarium, Institute of Biology, College of Science, University of the Philippines.
July 1981-December 1989. Researcher, Medicinal Plants of the Cordillera Region book project. CHESTCORE, Baguio City. This project culminated in the publication of a resource book for community-
based health programs in the Cordillera region (see under Publications heading, below) in 1989.
August 1976-July 1981. Research Assistant, “Inventory of Endangered, Rare, Vanishing, and Economically Important Species of Philippine Flora and Fauna” Project, UP Natural Science Research Center-
Ministry of Natural Resources (UPNSRC-MNR).
 
Extension services:
Conducts routine plant identification services for students and the general public at the Herbarium, Institute of Biology, University of the Philippines Diliman. Regularly appears in public speaking forums 
on biodiversity conservation.
 
Membership in professional organizations
2008-present. NGO sector representative, National Wild Flora Council (NWFC), Protect Areas and Wildlife Bureau-Department of Environment and Natural Resources (PAWB-DENR). The NWFC is a technical 
body created by the DENR to assist itself in the formulation of policies and guidelines regarding sustainable use of plant resources in the Philippines.
2007-present. Founding President, Philippine Native Plant Conservation Society.
2004-present. Member, Philippine Plant Conservation Committee (PPCC), PAWB-DENR. This is the technical body responsible for the compilation of the National Red List of Threatened Plants as per 
requirement of the Wildlife Act and DAO 2007-1.
2003-present. Member, Laksambuhay Conservation, Inc.
1997-present. Member, Wildlife Conservation Society of the Philippines
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