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International Conference on Strengthening the Internationalization Strategies of 

Philippine Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) 

3 to 4 July 2013 

Crowne Plaza Hotel, Ortigas Center, Metro Manila, Philippines 

 

Rationale  

 

Internationalization is essential for the future development of Philippine Higher 

Education Institutions (HEIs). Leading universities in the Philippines i.e. University of the 

Philippines, Ateneo de Manila University and De La Salle University, have long begun to 

internationalize their academic activities/campuses. The move to internationalize is an 

imperative, given the changes in our socio-political, economic and cultural landscapes and 

the desire of universities always to be at the forefront of teaching, research and extension 

work. Furthermore, Philippine universities/HEIs are being challenged today to produce 

graduates who can compete in the global market by producing researches that can contribute 

to the growth and development of their communities, and enhance the reputation of their 

respective universities.  

   

Meanwhile, despite recognized apprehensions on world academic rankings, 

Philippine universities/HEIs cannot ignore the genuine economic and social values attached 

to their academic reputation, e.g. in the recruitment of international students. Incidentally, a 

large percentage of the indicators used by the QS World University Rankings 

(http://www.topuniversities.com/university-rankings) and Thomson Reuters Higher 

Education Rankings (http://www.timeshighereducation.co.uk/world-university-

rankings/) to measure the competitiveness of universities, deal with the elements of 

internationalization.  

 

It is in this context that the “International Conference on Strengthening the 

Internationalization Strategies of Philippine Higher Education Institutions (HEIs)” is 

being held on 3 to 4 July 2013. The conference aims to facilitate the building and 

strengthening of structures and competencies among Philippine universities/HEIs in 

developing strong and sustainable international programs and activities. The conference also 

aims to serve as a venue for dialogue between an international ranking group, i.e. QS World 

University Rankings, and Philippine universities/HEIs and a discussion on how the latter can 

communicate ideas on what should also matter in ranking universities/HEIs based on their 

collective ideals and experiences. 

 

Targeted speakers for the conference are Ms. Mandy Mok of QS World University 

Rankings and Mr. Michael Fung of the Hong Kong University of Science and Technology 

international office, internationalization experts, who shall discuss the general trends in 

higher education and institutional structures for internationalization. Mr. Pio Salvador Ramon 

Omana of Elsevier and Ms. Ng Hui Ling of Elsevier/Scopus will also speak on the 

requirements of international/internationally indexed journals and the support/advice that can 

be provided by Elsevier and Scopus. 
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Conference/Workshop Objectives 

 

1. Provide greater awareness of the internationalization of leading universities/HEIs  

2. Review and assess criteria and guideline for World University Rankings (WUR), i.e. 

QS and Thomson Reuters  

3. Assess and make recommendations pertinent to the WUR/internationalization of 

Philippine universities/HEIs 

4. Review and assess Philippine universities/HEIs Strength, Weakness, Opportunities 

and Threats (SWOT) in relation to the WUR 

5. Transform academic leaders to become internationalization champions of their 

respective universities/HEIs 

6. Initiate/facilitate dialogue among Philippine universities/HEIs towards the 

development of a national strategy on internationalization and make recommendations 

toward the development of a national strategy on internationalization of Philippine 

universities/HEIs 

 

 

Participating Universities  

 

1. University of the Philippines (UPD, UPM, UPLB, UPV, UPC, UPMin)  

2. Ateneo de Manila  

3. De La Salle University  

4. University of Sto. Tomas  

5. Other Universities recommended by the Commission on Higher Education (CHED)  

CHED  

Development Academy of the Philippines (DAP)  

Press  

 

 

Targeted Participants 

 

 Heads of HEIs (Presidents, Chancellors, Rectors, Vice-Chancellors for Academic 

Affairs, R&D) 

 CHED and DAP 

 Heads of International Offices 

 Heads of Publication Offices, Editors and Journalists 

 

 

Matrix of Questions to be addressed during the Workshop 

 

Objective #1   

 Are the context and rationale for World University Rankings i.e., QS and TR relevant 

and appropriate to Philippine universities/HEIs and those from other developing 

countries? 

 Can Philippine universities/HEIs be appropriately evaluated by the current 

guidelines/criteria of QS (and other) World Ranking instruments? 

 

 

Objective #2   
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 What are the criteria/guidelines in these instruments that do not 

appropriately/realistically apply to Philippine universities/HEIs? Provide clear and 

specific reasons? 

 What recommendations can be made to WUR agencies revise these criteria in order to 

capture realities/conditions and experiences in the Philippines and other developing 

countries? 

 

Objective # 3 

 In general, what are the Strength, Weakness, Opportunities and Threats (SWOT) of 

Philippine universities/HEIs in relation to internationalization and world rankings? 

 

Objective # 4 

 What should be done by the government through CHED and Philippine 

universities/HEIs to bring Philippine universities/HEIs to the top 400 of the world and 

the top 100 of Asia? 

 What important aspects of a national higher education, R&D and internationalization 

strategy/policy can be initiated/developed beginning 2013? 
 


