






In Memory 
of

Leonardo L. Co 
and 

Daniel A. Lagunzad

Members
2011 Philippine Biodiversity 

Expedition



Leonardo L. Co
December 29, 1953- November 15, 2010









Daniel A. Lagunzad
January 11, 1957 – November 16, 2011



Dan died never knowing 
that Leonard was dead;

Leonard died never 
knowing 

that Dan was dying
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Five Things Shared 
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Love of plants
Love of UP

Love of Palanan
Love of teaching

Sense of wonder, fun and 
adventure
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Love of Plants
• Leonard was a plant taxonomist
• Dan was a plant ecologist and 

systematist
• Both can cure you of plant 

blindness
• Led them to explore various parts 

of the country



Palaui Island, 
Cagayan

General Nakar, 
Quezon

Palanan, 
Isabela

Subic Forest 
Reserve

Mt. Talinis-Lake 
Balinsasayo, 
Negros Oriental

Mt. Kanlaon, Negros 
Occidental
Kananga, 
Leyte

Mt. Polis, 
Bontoc

Morong, 
Bataan

Mt. Makiling, 
Laguna

BacMan, 
Sorsogon

Mt. Apo, Davao, 
Cotabato



Love of UP:
They call UP 

home
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Leonard The Student
• Entered UP in 1972 as a 

BS Botany freshman and 
never left

• Submitted the book he 
published in lieu of thesis 
requirement in 1990

• Last graduate of BS Botany 
degree, awarded in 2008, 
a centennial graduate

• Whereever work takes 
him, at the end of the day, 
he always go back to the 
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Dan The Student
• Entered UP Diliman in 

1978 as a BS Biology 
freshman and never left

• Went on to finish his MS 
Botany in 1982 and Ph D 
in Botany in 1995, all 
from UP Diliman

• Worked as student 
assistant since 1978 in 
UP Diliman and went on 
to become a full 
professor in 2005





With the Institute of 
Biology 

Faculty, Alumni and Staff



UPD-EDC Biodiversity Conservation 
and Monitoring Program 

BacMan, Leyte, Mt. Kanlaon, Lake Balinsasayao-Mt Talinis and Mt. 



With colleagues and friends



Love of Palanan, Isabela



Forest Trees of 
Palanan, 
Philippines:  A 
Study in 
Population 
Ecology.  2006. 
Center for 
Integrative and 



Palanan, Isabela, Aug 
2002
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Leonardo’s Publications 
(1977-2009): 18

Dan’s Publications (1986-2008): 

 19


Publications co-authored: 6 (5 on 
Palanan)



Love of teaching



Palaui Island, May 2, 
2006



Palanan May 2005

Palanan, July 
2004



Bataan July 
2007

Northern Negros Geothermal Production Field, 
February 2009



With graduate and undergraduate  students



Malabon Zoo, September 23, 
2006





Sense of wonder, fun 
and adventure
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Posthumous Awards and recognition

Both received the Lifetime Achievement Award for 
Excellence in Teaching. Given by the Biology Teachers 
Association (BIOTA), April 8, 2011

Both have trail named in their honor:

Lagunzad Trail Marker, Palaui Island Protected Landscape 
and Seascape, Sta. ana Cagayan, by the Cagayan Economic 
Zone Authority , Office of the President, Republic of the 
Philippines, unveiled April 9, 2011

Leonardo Co Trail Marker, Palaui Island Protected Landscape 
and Seascape, Sta. ana Cagayan, by the Cagayan Economic 
Zone Authority, Office of the President, Republic of the 
Philippines, unveiled April 9, 2011

Both were well loved by their students and colleagues



Palaui Island Protected Landscape and 
Seascape

Two trails in the island were named after 
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Leonardo L. 

Daniel A. 
Lagunzad
1957-2010

Thank you for 
sharing your 

“WONDERFUL
” lives  with us!


