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The Beginning of Formal Education

The primary schools were open throughout the year except
during the months of planting and harvesting.

In the months of April, May, and June, afternoon classes were
closed and only morning sessions were held. In some provinces,
the months of April and May were full vacation.



Educational Decree of 1863

“The shorter vacation period shall extend from Christmas eve
to Twelfth—night, during the three carnival days (the three days
preceding Lent), and from Holy Wednesday until Easter.

During said vacations, the resident scholars shall remain in the

institution.

The longer vacations shall last one and one-half months, and
shall be during the time of the greatest heat. The resident
scholars may pass to the bosom of their families for the period
of the longer vacations. The scholars may go once a month to
the house of their parents or guardian.”



Bureau of Public Instruction

Sixth Annual Report of the Director of Education (1906)

“October is the best month for school attendance but the
month of March is selected for statistics herein given as the
last (month) of the school year....”



Education Act of 1940

stated that the academic school calendar “shall be so adjusted
that the school vacations would coincide as much as possible with
the working seasons of the peoples.”
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SChoOl :
schedule
approved

President Macapagal and
his cabinet last night ap-
proved a revised schpol
schedule under which classes
in all public and private
schonls will open on July
1 this year. |

This decision was reached
after Budget Commissioner
Faustino Sy-Changco assur-
ed the cabinet that appro-
priations for all public
schools will be availablelat
the opening of the school
year

Abolish red 1ape |

Sy-Changco said that it
was the first time that ap-
propriations for all schopls
were included in the regular
budget. |

At the meeting, the cabi-
net also: |

1. Discussed the prpb-
lem of red tape in the gov-
ernment which the Presi-
dent said was “a terrible
bottleneck” in the imple-
mentation of the govern-
ment program. i

2. Heard the report| of
Adevoso, as chairman of ithe
Presidential Anti-Smu g~
gling Committee, that more
than P62 million worth of
goods was confiscated dur-

ing the anti-smuggling drive

last year |
After “Adevnsn  finished
his revnrt, the President| in-
structed Defense Secretary
Turn to 2-A, col. 3

School
schedule
approved

From page {
Macario Peralta to look into
the possibility of using hy-
drofoil boats in the anti-
smuggling campaign

School schedules

The revised school plan
calls for a staggered sched-
ule ‘over three vears begin-
ning this year to achieve a
September to  June school
vear. The present June to
March schedule was adopt-
ed hy American education
officials in 1904 and has
been followed since then.

Undar department order
issued hy Education Secre-
tary -Alejandro R. Roces,
the opening dater of school
will be: for school year
1963-64, July 1: 1964-65,
Aug. 3, and 1965-686, Sept. §.

Secretary Roces said
that a study committee
found that - changing the
opening ' date of schools
from June to September

‘would mean great benefits

and advantages to the ma-
jority . of the people.

He said that three con-
clusions were reached by
the study committee;

Advantages cii:e,d

1. That by opening the
schools in ‘September, the
countrv will have a health-

Advantages cited

1. That by opening thei
schools in September, the'
country will have a health-
jer student population as,
borne out by statistics of
the department of health'
and the weather bureau,
Under the old schedule
school children have to go
to school - just when the
rainy season is beginning.

2. The country will be
more productive economic-
ally, as shown by statistics
of the department of agri-
culture ' and natural re-
sources. The planting of
rice. and secondary crops
such as corn takes place
mostly in June, July, and
August,

5. In point of budgetary
and = accounting require-
ments, opening schools in
September  will be advan-
tageous because it will sim-
plify and facilitate the re-
lease of funds needed for

‘ the operation of classes in

publi¢ schools.

At the cabinet meeting
last  night, Adevoso said
that of the P62 | million
worth of goods confiscated
in the anti-smuggling drive,
P39,476.762.63 was in blue
seal cigarets, The rest con-
sisted of other contraband
and goods, |

Adevoso  said he hoped
that there would be better
coordination among the
government agencies en-
gaged in the anti-smuggling
drive. He informed the ca-
binet of the availability of
P3.5 million in equipment to
be used in the anti-smug-
gling campaign,
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Plan”

1. That by opening the schools in September, the country would have a
healthier student population as borne out by statistics of the Department of
Health and the Weather Bureau. Under the old schedule, school children had
to go to school just when the rainy season was beginning.

2. The country would be more productive economically, as shown by statistics
of the Department of Agriculture and Natural Resources. The planting of rice
and secondary crops such as corn took place mostly in June, July, and August.

3. In point of budgetary and accounting requirements, opening schools in
September would be advantageous because it would simplify and facilitate the
release of funds needed for the operation of classes in public schools.
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Vacation Months

+ |t was more important to identify when schools would be
closed for vacation than when classes should open

¢ (Gonsiderations for vacation months: economic activities,
cultural practices, and comfort of the students in school



